[Advances in the pathogenesis of atopic dermatitis].
The incidence of atopic dermatitis (AD) is noticeably increasing in industrialized countries. New insights into the pathogenesis of this disease are mirrored by a changed terminology suggested by the World Allergy Organization: a distinction between a so-called atopic and non-atopic dermatitis. The pathogenesis of the AD, which this article concentrates on, is highly complex. Genetic and environmental factors play a pivotal role in triggering AD. The complex pattern of cytokines and chemokines, reflecting a deviated immune response in AD patients, is a focus of research, as are the involvement of various cells and the epidermal barrier. Research concerning T cells with regulatory features as well as IgE-mediated autoreactivity will soon give insight into the defective tolerance of atopic patients and might possibly lead to new concepts in the management of the disease.